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Guildford  Hural  District. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

For  1905. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  RURAL 

DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Me.  Chairman,  Ladies,  and  Gentlemen. 

I liave  the  honor  to  present  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual  Report.  Last 
year  I attempted  to  give  a general  description  of  the  sanitary  circum- 
stances of  the  District,  which  included  many  details  it  would  he 
superfluous  to  repeat.  This  year’s  Report  is  therefore  somewhat 
shorter. 

The  mortality  statistics  for  the  last  year  are  very  satisfactory,  hut 
the  hirth  rate  is  extremely  low. 

There  has  been  no  undue  prevalence  of  infectious  diseases,  the 
only  outbreaks  of  any  magnitude  being  those  at  Ripley  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year. 

The  last  year  has  seen  the  completion  of  the  Shere  and  Gomshall 
Sewers,  and  the  sewering  of  George  Street,  Farncombe,  which  was 
greatly  needed. 

The  successful  opposition  to  the  Council’s  Scheme  for  the  drainage 
of  Pirbright,  on  the  ground  of  expense,  emphasises  the  necessity,  if 
costly  sewerage  schemes  are  to  be  avoided  in  Rural  Districts,  of  pro- 
viding for  each  dwelling  a sufficient  area  of  ground  for  the  disposal 
of  waste  matters.  It  has  been  computed  that  at  least  one-fifth  of  an 
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acre  of  ground  is  necessary  for  this  purpose,  varying  with  the  nature 
of  the  soil.  The  usual  practice  of  recent  years  has  been  to  build 
cottages  on  a piece  of  ground  of  just  sufficient  width  for  the  site  of 
the  dwelling,  and  of  a depth  of  perhaps  forty  to  sixty  feet.  A well  is 
dug  for  the  water  supply  and  a cesspool  to  take  the  drainage.  The 
well,  in  the  absence  of  any  regulations  as  to  construction,  is  built  of 
loose  brickwork,  which  admits  unpurified  surface  water.  The  well 
water  is  found  sooner  or  later  to  be  polluted  and  water  is  laid  on 
from  the  mains.  More  water  is  now  used  and  difficulties  soon  arise 
with  the  drainage  from  the  constant  overflowing  of  cesspools.  This 
is  the  usual  sequence  of  events  in  Rural  Villages,  which  simply 
proves  that  if  cottages  are  built  on  small  areas  of  ground,  which  are 
inadequate  for  the  disposal  of  waste  matters,  the  owners  must  look 
forward  to  a time  when  such  matters  must  be  conveyed  away  alto- 
gether from  the  premises. 

The  provision  of  a wholesome  water  supply  for  Compton  still 
requires  to  be  carried  out;  and  also  a system  of  sewerage  or  of 
scavenging  for  Pirbright. 

Compton,  Shackleford  (Godaiming  Rural),  and  East  Horsley  are 
now  the  only  villages  in  the  District  which  the  water  mains  do  not 
reach.  At  East  Horsley  the  supply  is  not  altogether  satisfactory,  as 
the  cottages  are  mostly  dependent  on  rain  water.  This  is  collected  in 
underground  cisterns,  sometimes  without  previous  filtration.  Although 
clean  rain  water  is  perfectly  wholesome  it  is  rarely  drunk  in  its 
natural  state,  and  for  this  reason  alone — not  to  mention  the  possi- 
bility of  shortage  in  dry  seasons — it  is  doubtful  whether  it  forms  an 
ideal  supply. 

The  Council’s  Laboratory  has  continued  to  form  a very  useful 
adjunct  to  the  outdoor  work,  both  in  the  improvement  of  the  water 
supply  and  in  the  detection  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  in  their 
early  stages. 

The  question  of  the  incursion  of  London  holiday  children  into 
various  parts  of  the  District  came  prominently  to  the  notice  of  the 
Council  during  the  Summer  in  connection  with  small  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease  in  several  parts  which  could  not  be  accounted  for 
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except  on  the  assumption  that  some  of  these  children  were  conva- 
lescent from  the  disease.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  in- 
fection may  be  brought  by  these  children,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
they  come  from  localities  which  are  practically  never  free  from  in- 
fectious disease.  It  is  true  that  the  children  are  subjected  to  a super- 
ficial medical  examination  before  they  start,  but  this  is  insufficient  to 
detect  infectiousness  in  mild  cases  of  diphtheria  or  scarlet  fever,  or 
during  the  later  stages  of  the  disease.  The  worst  feature  of  the 
system  however  was  the  want  of  proper  care  shewn  by  the  promoters 
in  the  selection  of  suitable  lodgings  for  the  children,  several  instances 
having  been  found  in  which  the  admissions  of  the  children  had  re- 
sulted in  serious  overcrowding. 

Area,  Popuia-  The  Rural  District,  up  to  November  9th,  1901,  com- 
prised 18  Parishes,  grouped  into  five  Registration  Sub- 
Districts.  These,  together  with  the  acreage,  number  of 
inhabited  houses,  and  population,  at  the  Census  of  1 901 
were  as  follows  : — 


Registration 

Sub-Districts. 

Parishes. 

1 

Acreage. 

Number  of 
Inhabited 
Houses  at 
Census  1901 

Population 

at 

Census  1901 

ALBURY  

Albury  

4419 

248 

1224 

Shere 

6412 

457 

2184 

East  Clandon  

1448 

60 

271 

West  Glandon  

1006 

78 

378 

East  Horsley  

1832 

63 

301 

West  Horsley  

2676 

141 

671 

GUILDFORD  

Stoke-next-Guildford 

2075 

861 

f4462 

Artington 

2694 

188 

896 

Metro  tv 

1629 

280 

1320 

GODALMIXG  

Godaiming  Rural  

6129 

322 

1787 

Puttenhain  

1950 

97 

457 

Compton  

1998 

129 

570 

Wanborough  

1879 

56 

266 

RIPLEY 

Send  and  Ripley  

5182 

459 

2301 

Ockham 

2907 

122 

564 

Wisley  

1090 

33 

157 

WOKING  

Pirbright  

4711 

261 

1540 

Worplesdon  

5288 

410 

1843 

Total  

55325 

4265 

21192 

f Inclusive  of  Stoughton  Barracks  (341  in  1891  and  266  in  1901), 
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Area,  Popula- 
tion, Scc—cont. 


Birth  and 
Death  Rates. 


The  greater  part  of  the  Parish  of  Stoke-next-Guildford 
and  the  populous  part  of  the  Parish  of  Artington  were 
absorbed  into  the  Borough  of  Guildford  in  November, 
1004;  the  remaining  part  of  Stoke-next-Guildford,  by 
the  terms  of  the  Extension  Order,  being  added  to  the 
Parish  of  Worplesdon.  The  areas,  population  and  houses 
taken  into  the  Borough  were  as  follows:  — 


Acreage. 

Houses. 

Population. 

Stoke-next-Guildford  . . , 

, . 1685 

919 

4521 

Aldington  

. 309 

95 

479 

Totals 

. 1991 

1014 

5003 

The  total  acreage  of  the  District,  therefore,  is  now  53,331 
acres  ; the  acreage  of  Artington  being  reduced  to  2,385 
acres,  and  that  of  Worplesdon  being  increased  to  5,578 
acres  by  the  addition  of  that  part  of  the  Parish  of  Stoke- 
next-Guildford  which  was  not  absorbed  into  the  Borough 
of  Guildford. 

The  population  of  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1905 
may  be  estimated  to  have  been  17,500.  This  was  some 
5000  less  than  in  the  previous  year  owing  to  the  extension 
of  the  Borough  of  Guildfoid.  It  is  however  satisfactory 
to  note  that  there  was  last  year  an  increase  in  the  popula- 
tion, as  shewn  by  the  number  of  new  houses  occupied, 
equal  to  that  of  former  years,  in  spite  of  the  loss  of  a 
growing  District  like  Stoke-next-Guildford. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  375  which  gives  a 
Birth  Rate  of  only  21*4  per  thousand  population — the 
lowest  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  probably  the  lowest  on 
record.  The  England  and  Wales  Birth  Rate  was  27‘2 
and  that  of  England  and  Wales,  less  the  217  large  towns, 

26*3 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  was 
150.  In  Public  Institutions  outside,  34  deaths  occurred 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  District,  making  a total  o 


Birth  and 
Death  Rates 

cont. 


Infectious 

Disease. 


184,  which  gives  the  low  Death  Rate  of  105  per  1000 
as  against  an  average  of  12*7  for  the  last  10  years,  and 
against  15’2  for  England  and  Wales,  and  14'9  for  England 
and  Wales  less  the  large  towns. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  the  seven  principal  epidemic 
diseases,  viz.,  Smallpox,  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping 
Cough,  Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever,  and  Diarrhoea  was  10, 
giving  a Zymotic  death  rate  of  only  *57  per  1000,  as 
against  1*52  for  England  and  Wales,  and  1*09  for  England 
and  Wales  less  the  large  towns. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  was  26, 
which  gives  the  low  infantile  mortality  per  1000  births  of 
69,  as  against  128  for  England  and  Wales,  and  113  for 
England  and  Wales  less  the  large  towns. 

Fifteen  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis,  which  is  equal 
to  a death  rate  of  *85  per  1000  population. 

The  details  of  the  Mortality  Statistics  are  given  in 
Tables  I.  and  IV. 

Table  III.  gives  the  number  and  details  of  the  cases  of 
infectious  disease  that  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
numbers  for  previous  years  were  as  follows  : — 

Total  Cases. 

1901  ...  121. 

1902  ...  98. 

1903  ...  103. 

1904  ...  88. 

1905  ...  79. 

Of  the  79  cases  notified  last  year,  five  were  of  a doubtful 
character,  and  three  were  voluntary  notifications  of  cases 
of  Phthisis  made  during  the  last  six  months  of  the  year. 

ISTo  less  than  sixteen  of  the  notifications  were  of  cases  of 
Erysipelas.  Many  of  these  were  cases  of  Facial  Erysipelas 
which  is  known  to  recur  frequently  in  susceptible  persons 
without  obvious  cause,  and  some  were  cases  of  inflammation 
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Infectious 
Diseases— cont. 


Diphtheria. 


of  the  skin  following  on  injuries.  None  of  them  call  for 
any  comment. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  only  notifications  of  a few  cases 
of  Erysipelas  were  received  after  September  20th,  which 
is  a most  unusual  record  for  the  last  quarter  in  the  year. 

Thirty  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified.  The  ages  and 
distribution  of  the  cases  are  given  in  Table  III. 

The  largest  number  of  cases  occurred  at  Ripley  where 
eleven  cases  were  notified  among  the  children  attending  a 
private  school.  The  outbreak  began  immediately  after  the 
Easter  holidays,  so  that  it  seems  likely  that  the  infection 
was  unwittingly  introduced  by  one  of  the  scholars.  In 
most  instances  the  diphtheria  supervened  on  an  attack  of 
measles,  which  appears  to  render  children  specially  sus- 
ceptible to  the  disease.  Once  the  infection  was  introduced 
into  the  school  the  other  cases  resulted  probably  from 
personal  infection. 

Five  cases  occurred  at  Goal  Road,  Pirbright,  where  there 
were  very  insanitary  conditions  arising  from  constantly 
overflowing  cesspools.  The  outbreak  was  quickly  checked 
by  making  a house  to  house  inspection  of  the  road,  which 
is  isolated,  and  therefore  lends  itself  to  this  method  of 
procedure.  On  visiting  one  of  the  cottages  I found  two 
of  the  children  suffering  from  mild  attacks  of  Diphtheria, 
and  they  were  not  medically  attended.  Swabs  taken  from 
the  throat  quickly  settled  the  diagnosis  and  ensured  the 
removal  of  the  children  to  Hospital. 

Five  of  the  cases  occurred  in  succession  in  a family  at 
Perry  Hill,  Worplesdon.  These  were  the  only  cases 
notified  from  that  locality  for  a long  time,  and  no  definite 
origin  could  be  traced  for  the  first  case.  Several  holiday 
children  from  London  however  were  lodged  close  by,  and 
it  is  possible,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Metropolis  is 
never  free  from  the  disease,  that  the  infection  was  brought 
by  them  into  the  locality. 
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?j£htheria  One  case  occurred  in  High  Path  Road,  Merrow.  Tn 
this  instance  London  children  were  being  lodged  in  the 
cottage  at  the  time  of  infection,  and  their  presence  led  to 
overcrowding,  as  the  cottage  contained  only  two  bed- 
rooms. 

Single  cases  occurred  at  Shore  and  Hatchford  End,  for 
which  no  definite  cause  could  be  found. 

There  is  a tendency  nowadays,  especially  among  the 
Medical  Officers  of  Health,  of  large  towns,  to  minimise  the 
effect  of  insanitary  conditions,  in  actually  producing  (as  dis- 
tinguished from  rendering  the  subject  more  susceptible  to) 
Diphtheria,  and  to  ascribe  all  cases  to  personal  infection 
from  previous  cases  of  the  disease.  There  are  better 
opportunities  of  studying  the  origin  of  infectious  disease 
in  Rural  districts  than  in  crowded  towns,  where  such 
disease  is  always  present.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  great  majority  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diph- 
theria are  infected  directly  from  previous  cases,  but  I 
have  met  with  too  many  cases  in  isolated  cottages  in 
which  possible  exposure  to  personal  infection  could  be 
excluded,  to  agree  with  these  views.  It  is  agreed  on  all 
hands  however  that  insanitary  conditions  generally  render 
a community  more  susceptible  to  contract  disease,  and 
less  able  to  resist  it  once  it  is  introduced. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Twenty-eight  cases  in  all  were  notified.  Nineteen 
occurred  at  Ripley,  three  at  West  Horsley,  two  at  East 
Horsley,  three  at  Pirbright  (of  which  two  were  soldiers  in 
camp),  and  one  at  Shere. 

The  outbreak  at  Ripley,  began  in  April,  and  cases  kept 
cropping  up  until  the  end  of  June.  The  cases  were  for 
the  most  part  children  attending  the  Infants’  Department 
of  the  National  Schools,  which  was  accordingly  closed  for 
three  weeks  from  May  15th.  Some  of  the  earlier  cases 
were  probably  mistaken  for  Measles  which  had  previously 
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Scarlet  Fever 

cont. 


Typhoid  Fever 


Phthisis. 


been  prevalent.  Great  carelessness  was  also  shewn  by 
some  parents  in  not  calling  in  a doctor.  In  two  instances 
children  were  found  going  about  peeling.  Another  prob- 
able contributing  factor  was  the  insanitary  condition  of  the 
conveniences  at  the  National  School.  I reported  on  this 
matter  in  April,  but  the  defects  were  not  remedied  until 
the  end  of  the  year. 

•j 

Only  two  cases  were  notified  and  both  these  were  im- 
ported, one  having  been  infected  at  the  seaside  probably 
by  polluted  oysters  and  the  other  having  been  infected  at 
Basingstoke  where  an  epidemic  occurred  in  the  Autumn. 

This  disease  became  voluntarily  notifiable  in  the  district 
in  July.  A circular  letter  was  sent  in  June  to  the  Medical 
men  practising  in  the  district  conveying  the  Council’s  offer 
to  pay  the  usual  fee  for  cases  of  Phthisis  notified  and  to 
undertake  the  disinfection  of  rooms  after  the  death  or 
removal  of  cases  of  the  disease.  Attention  was  also  drawn 
to  the  facilities  offered  in  the  Council’s  Laboratory  for  the 
free  examination  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  of 
specimens  of  sputum  from  suspicious  cases.  Up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  only  three  cases  had  been  notified,  one 
(a  visitor)  from  Send  and  two  from  Merrow.  The  usual 
disinfection  was  carried  out  as  well  as  in  three  other  cases 
which  were  not  notified  but  where  disinfection  was  re- 
quested on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  man  in  attendance. 

The  fewness  of  the  cases  notified  is  somewhat  disappoint- 
ing, as  they  can  unfortunately  only  represent  a fraction  of 
the  patients  suffering  from  the  disease.  Still  it  may  be 
assumed  that  some  little  has  been  done  towards  preventing 
the  spread  of  this  dire  disease,  that  yearly  claims  a far 
larger  number  of  victims  than  the  compulsorily  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  which  receive  such  attention. 

This  disease  was  prevalent  at  West  Clandon,  Bipley, 
Send,  and  East  Horsley  and  the  Schools  were  closed  in  the 
three  first  named  places. 


Measles. 
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Measles-con/. 


Puerperal 

Fever. 


Smallpox. 


Anthrax. 


Chicken  Pox. 


Very  little  effect  appears  to  be  produced  on  the  spread 
of  this  disease  by  school  closure  especially  if  it  has  obtain- 
ed a good  footing  in  the  School  before  this  step  is  taken. 
The  difficulty  in  controlling  Measles  arises  from  the  ex- 
tremely infectious  nature  of  the  disease  in  its  early  stages 
before  the  rash  appears. 

Two  deaths  occurred  from  Measles  in  the  Send  outbreak. 
A circular  was  kindly  distributed  by  the  Vicar  of  Send 
containing  suggestions  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  as 
to  the  precautions  necessary  to  be  carried  out  in  the  home. 
It  was  urged  that  special  trouble  should  be  taken  not  to 
expose  children  under  five  to  the  infection,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  great  majority  of  fatal  cases  occur  in  children 
under  that  age.  * 

Hot  a single  case  was  notified  during  the  year,  which  is 
an  excellent  record. 

Ho  cases  occurred,  but  four  persons  were  notified  to  me 
by  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  as  proceeding  into  this  dis- 
trict after  travelling  in  an  infected  vessel,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  kept  under  observation. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Anthrax  Order 
of  1899  two  cases  of  this  disease  in  cows  were  notified  to 
me  during  the  year,  one  from  East  Clandon  and  one  in 
Worplesdon.  Visits  were  paid  in  each  case  to  see  that  the 
necessary  precautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
the  disease  to  human  beings. 

This  disease  prevailed  for  a short  time  among  the 
children  attending  West  and  East  Clandon  Schools. 

This  very  infectious  disease  occurred  among  the  Perry 
Hill  School  children. 


Mumps. 
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Isolation  Hos- 
pital. 


One  hundred  and  thirty  five  cases  were  admitted  into 
the  Hospital  from  the  whole  of  the  Board’s  district.  The 
particulars  are  set  forth  in  the  following  table: — 


Admissions. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Typhoid 

Deaths. 

Guildford  Rural  

38 

25 

13 

0 

0 

Guildford  Borough  

13 

10 

O 

o 

0 

1 Dipli. 

Godalmiug 

8 

4 

4 

0 

1 Dipli. 

Woking  

76 

57 

19 

0 

0 

Totals 

135 

96 

39 

0 

2 

The  admissions  in  the  several  months  were  as  follows  : — 


January 

Total 

16 

Scai-let  F. 
13 

Diphtheria. 

Q 

*> 

February 

5 

3 

2 

March 

12 

11 

1 

April 

13 

8 

5 

May 

15 

11 

4 

June 

22 

17 

5 

July 

10 

6 

4 

August 

19 

11 

8 

September 

13 

12 

1 

October 

O 

o 

1 

2 

November 

0 

0 

0 

December 

7 

3 

4 

Totals 

135 

96 

39 

There  were  seven  patients  in  Hospital  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 


An  exceptionally  small  number  of  patients  were  ad- 
mitted during  the  last  quarter  and  more  than  usual  during 
the  second  quarter. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  no  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were 
admitted.  The  Board’s  District  was  comparatively  free 
from  this  disease  during  the  year. 

Twenty-three  patients  admitted  into  the  Hospital  were 
subsequently  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  on 
account  of  which  they  were  sent  in. 

Seventeen  of  these  were  sent  in  as  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  six  as  Diphtheria. 
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Isolation 

Hospital 

cunt. 


The  large  number  of  mistaken  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
was  chiefly  due  to  the  prevalence  of  a puzzling  and  un- 
common form  of  German  Measles  in  which  the  symptoms 
closely  resemble  those  of  a mild  attack  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  mistaken  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  cases  of  Septic 
sore  throat.  In  none  of  the  six  cases  had  a “ swab  ” been 
taken  from  the  throat  for  bacteriological  examination,  for 
if  this  had  been  done  the  risk  and  the  expense  of  their 
removal  would  have  been  avoided.  Arrangements  are  in 
force  in  three  out  of  the  four  of  the  Boards  constituent  dis- 
tricts whereby  Medical  men  are  enabled  to  have  “ swabs,” 
from  suspicious  cases  of  Diphtheria  examined  by  the  Med- 
ical Officers  of  Health  at  the  expense  of  the  respective 
Councils.  This  not  only  affords  in  many  cases  a means 
for  earlier  diagnosis  than  can  be  made  by  the  naked  eye 
signs  of  the  disease,  but  it  may  prevent  the  removal  to 
Hospital  of  patients  with  bad  but  non- diphtheritic  sore 
throats  in  which  those  signs  are  deceptive. 

It  appears  to  me  that  when  a case  on  the  first  visit 
appears  doubtful  it  is  better  to  keep  the  patient  under 
observation  for  a day  or  two  until  the  symptoms  develope 
rather  than  to  notify  at  once  for  removal  to  Hospital.  It 
is  sometimes  urged  that  the  immediate  removal  of  all 
suspicious  cases  is  the  best  means  of  preventing  outbreaks 
of  infectious  disease,  but  this  advantage,  at  any  rate  in  the 
absence  of  ample  observation  wards,  is  outweighed  by  the 
risk  the  patients  run  of  contracting  the  disease  in  the 
Hospital  if  they  are  not  already  infected,  not  to  mention 
the  expense  of  removal  of  the  patient,  involving  as  it  does 
the  subsequent  removal  and  return  of  the  bedding,  dis- 
infection of  the  room  etc.  Most  of  the  homes  from  which 
the  Hospital  patients  are  admitted  are  incapable  of  afford- 
ing isolation  for  six  or  eight  weeks,  but  there  are  very  few 
in  which  sufficient  isolation  could  not  be  arranged  for  a 
day  or  two. 
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Isolation 

Hospital 

cant. 


Water  Supply. 


The  great  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  a mild  character, 
as  is  shown  by  the  exceptionally  small  number  of  fatal 
cases,  viz.  two.  These  were  both  children  suffering  from  a 
severe  type  of  Diphtheria,  who  died  within  twenty-four 
hours  of  admission. 


The  number  of  cases  and  deaths  in  four  previous  years 


were  as  follows:— 

1901 

Cases 

293 

Deaths 

27 

Percentage 

9*2 

1902 

190 

6 

3-2 

1903 

1G1 

8 

5-0 

1904 

154 

4 

2-6 

1905 

135 

2 

1*5 

The  average  stay  in  Hospital  of  the  patients  with  Scarlet 
Fever  was  532  days,  and  34‘3  days  in  the  case  of  Diph- 
theria patients. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  Mitchell  Brothers,  of  Shalford  for 
the  erection  of  the  new  Scarlet  Fever  Pavilion  and 
additions  to  the  Administrative  block  &c , was  accepted  in 
January — the  amount  being  £2,875  for  the  Pavilion  and 
^445  lor  the  additions.  The  work  was  completed  in 
August.  The  new  block  provides  additional  accommoda- 
tion for  twenty -two  patients  allowing  the  full  requirement 
of  2,000  cubic  feet  per  bed.  There  is  now  on  this  basis  a 
total  accommodation  for  60  patients  in  the  Hospital. 

The  Woking  Water  Co.,  have  made  the  following 
extensions  of  their  Mains  during  the  year : — 

West  Horsley  G9  yds. 

Wood  Street  . 370  yds. 

West  Heath,  Pirbright  415  yds. 

The  cottages  at  Broad  Street,  Worplesdon,  have  at  last 
been  supplied  with  water  by  a service  pipe  laid  across  the 
Common.  The  owners  not  being  able  to  agree  as  to  their 
proper  share  of  the  cost,  the  Council  after  serving  the 
required  notices,  ordered  the  work  to  be  done  and  appor- 
tioned the  cost  among  the  several  owners. 

Fifty-nine  houses  previously  supplied  from  shallow 
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Wftei’Suppiy  wells  have  been  connected  with  the  Woking  Company’s 
mains  during  the  year — most  of  these  being  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Pirbright,  Worplesdon,  and  Send  and  Ripley. 
This  result  was  brought  about  by  the  analysis  in  the 
Council’s  Laboratory  of  samples  of  the  well  water  collected 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  in  consequence  of  complaints,  or 
on  account  of  the  doubtful  quality  of  the  water  as  judg- 
ed from  the  construction  or  surroundings  of  the  wells. 

There  has  been  a constant  supply  of  water  in  the  area  of 
supply  of  the  Woking  Company — practically  all  the  water 
consumed  in  the  Rural  District  having  been  derived  from 
the  Chalk  Wells  at  Dapdune,  West  Clandon  and  West 
Horsley.  The  Company  have  not  yet  found  it  necessary 
to  take  any  water  from  the  Thames  although  the  filtration 
works  necessary  for  that  purpose  are  quite  ready.  Re- 
course, however,  was  had  during  the  summer  months  to  a 
well  25ft.  in  depth  on  the  Company’s  premises  at  Chertsey, 
from  which  over  150,000  gals,  a day  were  pumped  for 
consumption  chiefly  in  Woking  and  llorsell.  An 
analysis  I made  of  this  water  shewed  it  was  of  good 
quality  except  lor  its  hardness  which  was  quite  22  degrees, 
that  is,  about  G degrees  more  than  the  Clandon  Water. 
This  water  it  appears  has  been  used  during  previous 
summers,  but  although  it  is  possible  to  pump  the  water 
into  the  Clandon  Reservoirs,  it  has  by  reason  of  the  con- 
sumption at  Woking  and  Horsell  not  reached  the  Rural 
District  to  any  extent. 

Wey  Valley  The  Company  having  promoted  a bill  which  extended 

Co 

their  area  of  supply  to  the  parish  of  Puttenharn  (prev- 
iously within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  Godaiming 
Corporation)  and  to  the  parish  of  Wanborough  which 
was  not  in  the  area  of  any  Water  Company,  I drew 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  parish  contains  a 
valuable  spring  which  the  Company  would  thereby  have 
the  power  to  acquire.  This  spring  yields  excellent  drink- 
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Water  Supply  ing  water  and  lias  been  estimated  to  give  270,000  gals. 

per  24  hours.  It  is  already  utilised  by  many  of  theqn- 
habitants  and  is  piped  to  several  points  in  the  parish. 
The  Council  resolved  in  January  to  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  object  to  the  Company  using  any  source  of  water 
supply  in  the  parish,  with  the  result  that  the  Company 
agreed  to  insert  clauses  undertaking  (1)  that  no  water  from 
Wanborough  be  supplied  outside  the  County  of  Surrey, 
(2)  that  before  supplying  water  obtained  from  such  well  to 
any  other  part  of  their  area  of  supply  they  shall 
furnish  continuously  at  the  same  rates  and  upon  the  same 
conditions  as  they  are  bound  to  supply  water  within  other 
parts  of  their  area  of  ^supply,  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
parish  such  water  as  may  be  demanded  by  them  for  their 
reasonable  sanitary  and  domestic  requirements. 

The  Wey  Valley  Company  very  promptly  extended  their 
mains  through  Puttenham  without  any  guarantee  from 
the  Council  and  during  the  year  all  the  houses  in  Putten- 
ham wdtli  some  half-a-dozen  exceptions  were  connected 
with  the  mains.  The  mains  now  extend  through  the 
southern  part  of  Wanborough  up  to  the  boundary  of 
Compton  parish.  An  analysis  furnished  by  the  Company 
of  the  water  about  to  be  supplied  to  Puttenham  at  the  end 
of  1904  shewed  it  to  be  a much  softened  chalk  water  of 
extreme  purity.  A sample  however  collected  by  myself 
on  December  14th,  1905,  at  Puttenham,  shewed  the  water 
to  be  very  hard.  The  Company  explained  that  they  were 
about  to  enlarge  their  softening  plant. 

Hurt  wood  The  Hurtwood  Water  Company  have  made  the  follow- 

ing  extensions  of  mains  and  connections  to  houses  during 
the  year  : — 

Extensions,  each  about  1 mile  in  length . 

(1)  From  Holmbury  St.  Mary,  to  “ Holmbury.” 

(2)  From  the  “ Hoe  ” Peaslake,  to  Burrows  Cross  by  Purser’s  Estate. 

Two  dwellings  were  also  connected  at  Peaslake,  and  five 
at  or  near  Holmbury. 
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Peaslake 
Water  Supply 


Compton. 


West  Heath, 
Pirbright. 


The  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  this  village  are  now 
supplied  from  the  mains  of  the  Hurt  wood  Water  Company, 
but  two  of  the  public  wells  which  previously  supplied 
many  cottages  are  still  available.  One  of  these — the  shallow 
one — has  been  cleaned  out  and  properly  made  up  and 
covered  in  at  the  expense  of  Sir  Beginald  Bray  ; but  the 
other  (deep)  well  on  the  green  has  been  allowed  to  get  out 
of  order  since  the  'mains  have  been  laid  in  the  village. 
In  view  of  the  extreme  purity  of  this  water,  it  would  be  a 
great  pity  to  allow  the  well  to  become  useless  and  I would 
suggest  to  the  Council  the  advisability  of  taking  over  this 
well  and  keeping  it  in  repair. 

This  village  is  still  without  a wholesome  water  supply. 
Analyses  made  of  several  of  the  wells  in  1902  shewed  that 
there  was  hardly  one  good  well  in  the  village  apart  from 
the  Eastbury  Manor  supply.  Two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever 
occurred  in  December  1901,  the  water  supply  being 
derived  from  wells  which  were  both  found  to  be  polluted. 
Complaints  as  to  the  want  of  a proper  water  supply  were 
also  received  from  a large  landowner  in  the  parish.  The 
parish  is  within  the  area  of  supply  of  the  Godaiming  Cor- 
poration and  it  was  originally  intended  to  supply  the  two 
villages  of  Puttenliam  and  Compton  by  the  same  main. 
Owing  however  to  a difficulty  as  regards  levels  the  Corpora- 
tion of  Godaiming  relinquished  their  rights  over  Puttenliam 
to  the  Wey  Valley  Company,  who  promptly  extended 
their  mains  on  request  and  without  guarantee.  The 
Council  in  November  offered  the  Corporation  a sum  of  £75 
per  annum  for  three  years,  being  the  difference  between 
the  estimated  water  rentals  and  the  10%  guarantee  on  the 
outlay  required  by  them. 

There  are  five  cottages  here  which  are  much  in  need  of 

O 

a wholesome  water  supply.  The  Water  Company  were 
prepared  to  extend  their  mains  so  as  to  take  in  these  small 
dwellings  but  they  have  not  been  able  to  come  to  terms 
with  the  War  Department  as  to  the  amounts  to  be  paid 
for  way-leave.  The  revenue  to  be  derived  by  the  Company 
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is  a small  one  and  it  is  deplorable  that  the  small  amount 
in  dispute  should  be  allowed  to  prevent  the  supply  being 
laid  on. 

Analyses  of  samples  of  water  from  the  public  supplies  of 
the  district  have  been  made  in  the  Laboratory  during  the 
year  with  the  following  average  results 

Parts 

Grains  per  gallon.  per  million. 


Supply. 

Total 

Hardness. 

Temporary 

Hardness. 

Permanent 

Hardness. 

1 

Chlorine. 

Nitrites. 

Nitrates. 

Free 

Ammonia. 

Albumenoid 

Ammonia. 

Woking  Water  Company 

16*0° 

12-0 

4-0 

M 

•00 

•27 

•00 

•015 

Godaiming  Corporation 

12-5° 

6-5 

6-0 

1-7 

•00 

•54 

•00 

•03 

Hurtwood  Water  Company  . . 

13*0° 

S-o 

4-5 

1-4 

•00 

•06 

•00 

•015 

Wey  Valley  Water  Company. . 

19*0° 

14-5 

4'5 

1-0 

•00 

•23 

•00 

•02 

Works  of  Sir  R.  M.  Bray 

11-0° 

6-0 

5-0 

Mo 

•00 

•34 

•00 

•02 

Works  of  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land 

4-C° 

1-0 

3-0 

•85 

•00 

•00 

•01 

•01 

Well  Waters.  it  will  be  seen  from  the  large  number  of  houses  in  the 
areas  of  supply  of  the  Woking  Water  Company,  Wey 
Valley  Company  and  the  Hurtwood  Water  Company,  in 
which  a supply  from  the  mains  has  been  substituted  for 
impure  or  insufficient  well  water,  that  considerable  im- 
provement has  been  effected  during  the  year  in  the  water 
supply  of  the  district.  The  facilities  provided  by  the 
Council  for  the  analysis  of  samples  is  mainly  answerable 
for  this  improvement.  In  the  case  of  each  of  the  forty- 
eight  samples  which  analysis  shewed  to  be  impure  or 
doubtful  in  quality,  the  supply  has  been  or  will  be  im- 
proved either  by  connection  with  the  water  mains,  if 
available,  or  by  repairs  to,  or  reconstruction  of,  the  well. 
The  latter  alternative  is  always  offered  to  the  owner  when 
the  analytical  results  suggest  that  such  a proceeding 
would  be  efficacious.  The  soil  in  which  the  old  wells  are 
dug  however  has  usually  become  so  polluted  that  owners 
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Water  Supply  alWays  prefer  to  tap  the  main  rather  than  risk  failure  in 
an  attempt  to  improve  the  well.  The  specimen  plans  of 
shallow  well  construction  have  been  distributed  to  many 
builders,  &c.,  and  they  will  no  doubt  gradually  become 
the  models  for  new  wells  in  the  district. 


The  following  table  -shews  the  number  of  water  cer- 
tificates granted  during  the  year  1905,  in  respect  o±  new 
houses  and  the  parishes  in  which  these  were  situated : — 


PARISHES. 

Send  and  Ripley 21 

Pirbright 12 

Slier  e 12 

Worplesdon 9 

Godaiming  (Rural) 8 

West  Horsley 7 

West  Clandon 3 

Wisley 2 

Compton  2 

Puttenham  2 

Ockham  1 

Wanboro’ 1 

Total 80 


SOURCE  or  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Mains  of  Woking  Water  Co. 
Mains  11,  Well  1 
Hurtwood  Water  Co.  5,  Works  of 
SirR.  M.  Bray,  2,  Well  1 

Mains  of  Woking  Water  Co. 

Mains  of  Godaiming  Corpora- 
tion 7,  Well  1 

Mains  of  Woking  Water  Co. 
Ditto 

Wells 

Mains  from  Eastbury  Manor 
Mains  of  Wey  Valley  Co. 

Mains  of  Woking  Water  Co. 

Well 

(Mains  70.  Wells  10.) 


It  will  be  noticed  only  one  eighth  of  the  new  houses 
depended  on  well  water  as  a source  of  supply. 
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Work.atory  Eighty  six  samples  of  water  were  analysed  in  the 
Laboratory  during  the  year  as  shewn  in  the  following 
table  : — 

Table  shewing  sources  of  samples  of  water  analysed  in  the 


Laboratory  during  1905,  with  results. 


Parishes,  &c. 

Number. 

Suitable  for 
Drinking. 

Unsuitable 
for  Drinking. 

Doubtful 

Quality. 

(1)  Shallow  Wells. 

Albury  

6 

3 

3 

• • 

West  Horsley  

3 

2 

1 

• • 

Sliere  

5 

3 

• • 

2 

Send  and  Ripley  

9 

1 

4 

4 

Wisley 

1 

1 

• • 

Godaiming  Rural 

1 

1 

Puttenham 

6 

6 

Wanborough 

1 

i 

• • 

Arlington  

8 

* • 

8 

Worplesdon  

23 

3 

20 

Pirbright 

o 

O 

1 

2 

(2)  Wells  and  Mains  of  Water 
Companies,  &c- 

Woking  Water  Co 

6 

0 

Godaiming  Corporation  

5 

5 

Wey  Valley  Co 

1 

1 

Hurtwood  "Water  Co 

3 

3 

Works  of  Sir  R.  M.  Bray 

2 

2 

Works  [of  Duke  of  Northumber- 
land 

3 

3 

Totals 

80 

30 

44 

6 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  also  made  of  many 
of  the  samples,  including  all  the  samples  from  the  Public 
Supplies.  In  none  of  the  latter  were  any  organisms 
characteristic  of  sewage  or  manurial  matter  found. 

In  some  instances,  as  in  previous  years,  the  results  of 
the  analyses  were  disputed,  but  in  every  case  confirma- 
tion of  my  opinion  was  obtained  by  the  owner  on  reference 
to  his  own  analyst. 

In  addition  to  the  bacteriological  examination  of  the 
waters,  thirty-six  specimens  or  c swabs  ’ from  suspicious 
cases  of  diphtheria  were  examined,  seventeen  of  these 
giving  a positive  result  and  nineteen  a negative.  Only  one 
specimen  of  sputum  from  a doubtful  case  of  Phthisis  was 
received  and  this  contained  no  Tubercle  bacilli. 
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Sewerage.  Shere. 

The  contract  for  laying  a new  cast-iron  sewer  over  the 
recently  laid  sewer  between  Gomshall  and  Shere  was  let 
to  Mr.  F.  W.  Trimm  ot  Dorking,  at  £1,321  in  March  and 
the  work  was  completed  before  the  end  of  the  year,  with 
the  result  that  the  amount  of  subsoil  water  gaining 
admission  was  greatly  diminished. 

George  Street , Farncombe . 

The  tender  of  Hewett  & Sons,  Barking,  amounting  to 
£862  for  sewering  and  making  up  this  road  was  accepted 
in  March.  The  work  was  practically  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  so  that  house  connections,  which  are  greatly 
needed,  can  now  soon  be  made. 

Ripley. 

The  new  system  was  completed  at  the  end  of  1901  and 
connections  have  been  slowly  transferred  from  the  old  to 
the  new  sewers  during  the  year.  Only  a small  proportion 
however  have  so  far  been  transferred.  I reported  in  April 
that  “ in  common  with  others  at  Bipley,  the  Managers  of 
the  National  Schools  appear  to  be  waiting  for  an  intima- 
tion from  the  Council  to  connect  the  drainage  to  the  new 
sewers.”  The  Council  thereupon  instructed  the  Surveyor 
to  issue  posters  to  the  effect  that  the  sewers  were  then 
ready  for  connection. 

The  work  however  proceeded  so  slowly  that  the  Council 
in  December  instructed  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  examine 
the  existing  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  throughout 
the  village  and  to  serve  the  necessarv  notices. 

o t j 

Pirbright. 

A Local  Government  Board  enquiry  was  held  in  May 
into  the  Council’s  application  for  leave  to  borrow  £10,700 
for  works  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  the  parish. 
Strong  opposition  to  the  scheme  was  put  forward  at  the 
enquiry,  and  especially  to  the  cost  of  the  land,  twenty 
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Sewerage  acres  having  had  to  be  provisionally  purchased  owing  to 
the  proposed  admission  of  the  sewage  from  the  Camp. 
The  Board  replied  in  J uly  to  the  effect  they  were  advised 
that  the  land  proposed  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage 
was  not  suitable  for  that  purpose,  and  that  apart  from  this 
the  scheme  was  not  one  which  should  be  accepted  by  them, 
and  that  therefore  they  were  not  prepared  to  sanction  a 
loan  for  the  execution  of  the  scheme.  It  will  thus  be 
seen  that  the  Board — as  the  result  of  the  Inspector’s 
visit — do  not  deny  the  necessity  for  a sewerage  scheme  and 
in  fact  one  of  the  main  grounds  of  opposition  to  the  scheme 
at  the  enquiry  was  that  it  was  not  extensive  enough — some 
outlying  parts  of  the  parish  not  having  being  included. 

A letter  from  the  Pirbright  Parish  Council  was  received 
early  in  January  asking  the  District  Council  to  undertake 
a scavenging  scheme  for  the  parish.  The  question  was 
deferred  until  the  decision  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
as  to  the  sewerage  scheme  was  received. 

In  October  a petition  was  received  signed  by  numerous 
parishioners  of  Pirbright  urging  that  “ a cart  and  pump 
should  be  purchased  at  once  out  of  the  rates  to  provide  for 
a few  cases  where  there  is  insufficient  curtilage  to  dispose 
of  the  whole  of  the  waste  water  and  that  arrangements 
should  be  made  with  a contractor  to  empty  cesspools  on 
the  request  and  at  the  expense  of  those  that  require  its 
services  ” and  adding  that  “ a general  scavenging  scheme 
would  be  impracticable  and  that  the  formation  of  proper 
soakaways  to  the  cesspools  would  be  far  less  costly  and  be 
effective.”  After  fully  considering  these  suggestions  I felt 
bound  to  report  to  the  Drainage  Committee  that  I was 
still  of  opinion  that  a system  of  sewerage  was  the  most 
effectual  remedy  which  would  be  generally  applicable  to 
the  village.  The  only  alternative  seemed  to  be  systematic 
scavenging  of  the  cesspools  (after  they  had  been  properly 
reconstructed),  as  well  as  the  removal  of  the  contents  of  the 
pail  closets.  The  proposal  to  purchase  a cart  would  not 
materially  alter  the  existing  conditions,  since  one  was 
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<w.eraere  already  available  in  the  village  on  payment,  although  there 
was  some  difficulty  in  always  securing  its  services  exactly 
when  required.  The  only  advantages  which  would  follow 
would  be  in  the  use  of  an  up-to-date  cart  which  might  be  more 
readily  available.  The  scheme  however  would  only  affect 
those  cesspools — very  lew  in  number — which  were  water- 
tight and  consequently  had  to  be  periodically  emptied.  It 
would  not  affect  the  great  majority  of  the  cesspools  which 
were  constantly  full.  These  belonged  for  the  most  part  to 
cottages  the  occupiers  of  which  would  be  unable  to  pay  the 
cost  of  the  emptying.  The  disposal  of  the  contents  of  the 
cesspools  however  was  only  a part  of  the  difficulty.  A 
great  many  of  the  plots  both  from  their  size  and  position 
were  equally  unsuitable  for  the  disposal  of  the  contents  of 
the  pail  closets.  Any  suggested  remedy  should  therefore 
apply  also  to  these.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  these 
plots  would  year  by  year  become  less  capable  of  disposing  of 
waste  matters — that  is — would  become  sewage  sick,  even  if 
they  were  not  already  in  that  condition.  A large  number 
of  them  were  in  low-lying  parts  where  the  subsoil  water  was 
often  within  two  or  three  feet  of  the  surface — conditions 
which  prevented  the  proper  purification  of  the  contents  of 
the  cesspools. 

The  Surveyor  reported  that  a proper  system  of  scav- 
enging would  be  more  costly  than  a sewerage  scheme  and 
that  he  could  devise  a scheme  for  the  village  (excluding 
the  camp)  for  which  the  special  rate  would  not  exceed  one 
shilling  in  the  £. 

H°Workingtlie  Two  C0^aSes  were  reported  by  me  to  the  Council  during 

Classes  Act-  the  year.  One  was  an  old  cottage  at  Sutton,  Shere,  in 
which  the  living  rooms  were  in  communication  by  two 
doors  with  old  disused  cellars  at  the  side  which  were  al- 
ways damp  and  liable  to  flood.  The  cellars  were  eventually 
cut  off  by  means  of  an  open  area.  The  other  was  a small 
cottage  on  Ockham  Common  which  was  let  with  one  of  the 
adjoining  farms.  This  cottage  in  consequence  of  great 
dilapidation  was  closed  by  the  owner. 
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Building  Bye-  A letter  was  received  in  June  from  the  Artington  Parish 
Council,  asking  the  District  Council  to  consider  the  pro- 
priety of  rescinding  the  byelaws  with  respect  to  new 
streets  and  buildings  in  force  in  the  parish,  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  less  justly  applicable  than  before. 

The  Council  in  September  applied  to  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  for  their  consent  to  the  repeal  of  the  byelaws 
with  respect  to  new  streets  and  buildings,  so  far  as  the 
same  relate  to  Artington  and  Pirbright. 

A reply  was  received  from  the  Board  in  October, 
enquiring  whether  the  Council  had  considered  the 
desirability  of  adopting  a series  of  byelaws,  based  on  the 
Board’s  Rural  Model,  for  the  said  contributory  places  in 
place  of  the  byelaws  proposed  to  be  repealed,  and  asking 
if  there  were  any  parts  of  the  remainder  of  the  Rural 
District  in  which  byelaws  based  on  the  Rural  Model, 
might,  with  advantage,  replace  more  extensive  byelaws 
then  in  force.  The  letter  was  considered  by  the  General 
Purposes  Committee,  who  recommended  the  Council  to 
reply  that  they  had  not  considered  the  desirability  of 
adopting  byelaws  based  on  the  Rural  Model,  and  that 
they  did  not  propose  to  do  so  until  the  byelaws  at  present 
in  force  in  Artington  and  Pirbright  were  repealed. 

The  question  of  building  byelaws  has  been  very 
prominently  before  the  public  during  the  past  year.  In 
my  last  Annual  Report  I emphasised  the  need  of  cottages 
in  the  more  rural  areas,  and  pointed  out  that,  as  far  as 
this  District  was  concerned,  the  existence  of  building  bye- 
laws was  not  the  cause  of  the  scarcity  as  alleged,  inasmuch 
as  the  number  of  cottages  built  in  the  four  parishes  in  the 
district  where  byelaws  are  in  force,  nearly  equalled  the 
number  built  during  four  years  in  the  remaining  fourteen 
parishes,  which  are  without  byelaws. 

Exception  was  taken  to  my  conclusions,  on  the  ground 
that  three  of  the  four  parishes  with  byelaws  wTere  suburban 
(a  fact  well  known  to  the  Council),  and  single  parishes 


were  selected  for  comparison.  I avoided  this  in  my 
Iieport,  as  the  amount  of  building  depends  so  much  on 
local  circumstances,  that  comparison  of  small  areas  is 
misleading,  and  in  order  to  minimise  such  error  the  whole 
district  was  divided  into  two  groups.  If  arguments  are  to 
he  drawn  from  the  comparison  of  single  parishes,  it  might 
be  urged  that  Merrow  (without  byelaws)  is  almost  as 
suburban  as  Artington  (with  byelaws),  and  that  the  same 
number  (8)  of  cottages  had  been  built  in  both  parishes 
during  four  years. 

As  many  as  21  cottages  have  been  built  in  the  Parish 
of  Send  and  Bipley  during  the  last  year,  making  a total  of 
50  during  the  last  five  years.  Practically  the  whole 
number,  however,  have  been  built  in  the  Send  Ward, 
although  the  whole  parish  is  free  from  byelaws,  which 
again  shows  the  effect  of  local  circumstances. 

Sixty-six  houses  have  been  built  in  the  large  parish  of 
Shere  (no  byelaws)  during  the  last  five  years,  mostly  at 
Holmbury  and  Peaslake  villages,  which  are  being  de- 
veloped by  local  landowners  who  build  substantial 
property  to  which  building  byelaws  would  not  have  been 
an  obstacle. 

Great  interest  has  been  shewn  in  an  Exhibition  held  at 
Letch  worth  during  the  year,  the  primary  object  of  which 
was  to  secure  the  erection  of  the  best  £150  cottage  with  a 
view  to  solving  the  problem  of  rural  de-population.  The 
Exhibition  was  held  in  a locality  subject  only  to  byelaws 
based  on  the  Bural  Model  (i.e.,  without  restrictions  as  to 
size,  material,  position,  strength,  etc.,  of  walls  of  buildings), 
so  as  to  eliminate  the  supposed  restrictive  effect  of  the 
Urban  Models.  A large  number  of  cottages  were  built,  of 
diverse  materials  and  on  the  most  varied  plans,  by  firms 
from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  first  prize,  however, 
for  the  best  £150  cottage  was  awarded  by  the  judges  to  a 
substantial  brick  built  cottage,  which  conformed  in  all 
respects  to  the  usual  Urban  Models,  such  as  those  in  force 
in  parts  of  this  District.  In  fact  all  the  thirteen  prizes 
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5ws— (exceP^  two  in  the  Class  for  wooden  cottages)  were 
awarded  to  cottages,  the  main  walls  of  which  were  con- 
structed of  “hard  incombustible  materials,”  i.e.,  seven  of 
brick  and  three  of  concrete  or  cement. 

I would  suggest  to  the  Council  the  adoption  for  the 
whole  of  the  district  of  a uniform  set  of  bvelaws  based  on 

t 

the  Rural  Models,  with  alterations,  among  others,  in  the 
clauses  respecting  privies  and  cesspools  and  the  addition 
of  a clause  regulating  the  height  and  ventilation  of  rooms. 
The  adoption  of  such  byelaws  would  secure  such  essential 
but  often  neglected  requirements  as  the  laying  of  concrete 
over  and  the  drainage  (if  necessary)  of  the  site,  the 
removal  of  pail  privies  to  a suitable  distance,  and  the 
proper  height  and  ventilation  of  living  and  bedrooms.  In 
one  parish  without  byelaws,  I found  the  ventilation  of  the 
drains  of  a new  house  carefully  contrived  so  as  to  carry 
the  gases  generated  in  the  cesspool  towards  the  dwelling, 
and,  in  another,  wooden  cottages  were  built  in  which  the 
bedrooms  were  only  seven  feet  in  height,  and  had  no  flues 
or  other  means  of  permanent  ventilation,  and  there  were 
no  proper  means  of  drainage. 

From  many  enquiries  I have  made,  I have  so  far  been 
able  to  find  that  as  a matter  of  actual  practice,  the  cottages 
that  are  being  built  in  the  non-byelaw  areas  differ  in 
structure  from  those  put  up  under  the  Model  byelaws 
only  in  one  or  more  of  the  following  respects  : — 

(1)  Site  not  always  concreted  or  drained. 

(2)  Party  wall  not  carried  up  to  roof. 

(3)  External  walls  in  gable  ends  not  carried  up  in 

9-inch  brickwork. 

(4)  Upper  storey  occasionally  built  partly  of  timber 

framework,  etc. 

Many  of  the  cottages  in  the  non-byelaw  areas,  are  con- 
structed with  11-inch  hollow  external  walls,  which  is  more 
expensive  and  is  not  demanded  even  by  Urban  byelaws. 

Practically  all  the  houses  and  cottages  recently  built  in 
the  district  are  of  brick,  with  the  exception  of  some  nine 
built  of  wood,  or  wood  and  corrugated  iron. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

Particulars  of  visits  paid  to  Factories  and  Workshops,  with  the 
results  of  such  inspections,  are  given  in  the  table. 

I have  paid  special  attention  to  the  Bakehouses,  Laundries,  and  to 
the  Tailors’  and  Dressmakers’  Workshops  in  the  district,  having 
visited  each  place  once  or  more  during  the  year.  In  the  case  of  one 
half  of  the  bakehouses,  the  attention  of  the  occupier  had  to  be  called 
to  the  want  of  cleanliness,  and  especially  to  the  condition  of  the  walls 
and  ceilings  which  required  limewashing.  In  two  there  was  also 
need  for  more  ventilation,  and  in  several  there  was  a tendency  to 
allow  sweepings  and  extraneous  articles  to  accumulate  in  the 
bakehouse. 

Defective  ventilation  was  also  found  and  remedied  in  the  case  of 
two  laundries,  and  another  laundry  was  found  without  any  proper 
means  of  drainage  for  the  waste  water. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Homework. 

I.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 

Number  of 

Premises.  Inspections.  Written  Notices. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  10 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries)  66  6 

Workplaces  21 

Total  97  6 


2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Premises. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation  

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective  .... 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  100) 


Number  of  Defects 
Found.  Remedied. 


2 


2 


4 4 

1 1 


14  14 
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3. — OTHER  MATTERS. 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133)  6 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 82 
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Dairies  and 
Cowsheds. 


Nuisances. 


There  are  now  100  registered  cowsheds  in  the  district. 
These  are  occupied  by  16  persons  who  are  cowkeepers 
simply,  the  remainder  being  cowkeepers  and  purveyors. 

I have  visited  a few  of  them  myself  and  many  visits  are 
paid  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

The  water  supply  of  several  of  the  farms  has  been 
analysed,  and  in  this  way  a gradual  improvement  is  being- 
brought  about  in  that  respect.  Many  farmers  however  are 
still  content  to  allow  their  cattle  to  drink  from  ponds 
formed  by  the  surface  washings  of  the  farmyard,  and  in 
the  absence  of  a fatal  outbreak  of  disease  which  could  be 
ascribed  thereto,  it  is  difficult  to  convince  them  that  such 
filthy  stuff  must  be  injurious.  Again,  in  the  matter  of 
light  and  ventilation  in  the  sheds,  many  farmers  do  not 
realise  their  necessity,  in  spite  of  the  ravages  of  tuber- 
culosis, which  disease  is  well  known,  as  in  the  case  of 
human  beings,  to  be  fostered  by  absence  of  these 
requirements. 

All  the  cowsheds  in  the  district  have  now  been  brought 
into  conformity  with  that  regulation  which  requires  all 
drain  inlets  to  be  situated  in  the  open  air,  and  all  inside 
catch-pits  have  been  very  properly  done  away  with. 

The  regulation  requiring  cleanliness  of  the  cows’  udders 
and  the  hands  of  the  milker  at  the  time  of  milking,  may 
safely  be  said  to  be  practically  ignored  in  many  farms,  and 
this  will  probably  continue  until  samples  of  the  milk  are 
taken  from  the  seller  to  examine  for  filth,  as  they  are  now 
examined  for  water.  Every  opportunity  is  however  taken 
to  impress  upon  Cowkeepers  the  necessity  for  strict  clean- 
liness, but  it  is  obviously  impracticable  to  visit  to  see  that 
the  requirement  is  always  carried  out. 

A complaint  was  received  from  Ripley  in  March  as  to  a 
defective  catch-pit  in  the  old  sewer  in  Rose  Lane,  the 
smells  from  which  were  alleged  to  be  the  cause  of  cases  of 
sore  throat  in  a private  school.  The  Council  ordered  a 
new  manhole  to  be  provided  forthwith, 
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Nuisances 

conti 


A complaint  was  received  as  to  the  nuisance  created  by 
the  emptying  of  a cesspool  at  West  Horsley.  The  cess- 
pool was  found  to  be  badly  covered  and  to  be  within  20 
feet  of  the  dwelling.  The  cottage  to  which  it  belonged 
was  one  of  four,  and  it  was  the  only  one  of  the  four  to 
have  any  drainage.  The  others  threw  all  waste  w7ater  on 
the  surface  of  the  garden  of  which,  in  these  cases,  there 
was  a sufficient  area.  An  instance  like  this  raises  doubts 
as  to  the  advisability  of  cesspool  drainage  for  cottages,  in 
the  absence  of  systematic  scavenging  by  the  Local 
Authority.  Fresh  waste  water  thrown  on  the  surface  of 
cultivated  ground  (unless  it  is  persistently  thrown  on  to 
one  spot  near  the  back  door  as  is  often  the  case)  causes 
little  nuisance,  whilst  if  it  is  allowed  to  putrefy  in  a cess- 
pool it  becomes  noxious,  and  its  distribution  over  the 
adjacent  ground  then  gives  rise  to  a serious  nuisance. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  W.  C.  PIEECE,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  (Lond.J 


Jan.  3 0th,  1906. 
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Meteorology. 

Mr.  Bartlett  has  again  very  kindly  contributed  this  section. 

Although  the  amount  of  rainfall  in  1 905  differs  not  greatly  from 
the  fifteen  years’  mean  of  the  tables  of  the  Meteorological  Office  for 
the  district,  the  meteorological  records  of  the  year  are  in  many  respects 
remarkable.  The  registers,  for  example,  of  the  months  of  May  and 
June,  give  a mean  at  5 stations,  as  seen  below,  of  ‘56  and  544  in.  with  62 
and  4T4  for  February  and  March,  and  4*20  and  '68  in.  for  November 
and  December  respectively.  Again  the  reports  from  Epsom  Bead  and 
its  near  neighbour,  Piccard’s  Bough,  show  192  and  142  wet  days,  and 
total  deposits  of  26*72  and  23*94  in.  At  Compton,  Piccard’s  Bough, 
and  Cranleigh,  the  extremely  low  registers  for  May  are  given  as 
*52,  *53  and  *54  in.  closely  followed  by  *57  in.  in  Epsom  Boad.  Last  year 
Piccard’s  Bough,  as  this  year,  recorded  the  lowest  aggregate  rainfall  of 
the  district.  Another  remarkable  feature  has  been  that,  with  an  un- 
usual amount  of  cold  weather  and  frost,  with  cloudy  skies,  in  the  last 
three  months,  no  snow  has  been  seen.  The  absence  of  thunder  and 
lightning  throughout  the  year  may  be  noted,  but  severe  and  destruc- 
tive gales  have  been  frequent. 

J,  BABTLETT. 


Table  showing  the  comparative  prevalence  of  rain  at  five  stations  in  the  Guildford 
District  and  vicinity  during  the  year  11)05. 


Kair, 

Epsom  Road .... 

Jan. 

in. 

1-24 

Feb. 

in. 

•71 

M ar . 
in. 

4-25 

Apr. 

in. 

1*55 

May 

in. 

•57 

June. 

in. 

5-44 

July. 

in. 

•62 

Aug. 

in. 

3-36 

Sep. 

in. 

2-37 

Oct. 

in. 

1-95 

Nov . 
in. 

3-97 

Dec. 

in. 

•69 

Total. 

in. 

26-72 

Wet 

Days' 

192 

P iccard’ s Rough 

1T2 

•42 

3-40 

1-17 

•54 

5 '35 

•73 

3-20 

2-07 

1-70 

3-69 

’55 

23-94 

142 

Compton  Rectory 

1-38 

*65 

4-24 

1-50 

•52 

5-65 

•68 

3-38 

2-20 

1-78 

4-60 

•75 

27-33 

165 

Cranleigh  Common 

1-37 

•62 

4T1 

M5 

•53 

4-68 

•46 

3T0 

P87 

1-66 

4-04 

•73 

24-62 

165 

Cloverlea,  Bramley 

164 

•72 

4‘69 

1-39 

‘65 

6-07 

•61 

2'75 

2-04 

1-66 

4-71 

•70 

27-63 

171 

Total  of  5 stations 

6-75 

3T2 

20-69 

6-76 

2-81 

27T9 

3 TO 

15-79 

10-55 

9'06 

2P01 

3-42 

130-24 

t • 

Mean  of  do. 

1*35 

•62 

4*14 

1-35 

"56 

5-44 

•62 

3T6 

2T1 

1-81 

4-20 

•68 

26-05 

• • 

* A wet  day  signifies  that  ’01  in.  or  more  of  rain  fell  in  it. 


Table  I. — Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1905 

and  previous  Years, 
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Births. 

Total  Deaths 

Registered  in  the  District. 
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Uucler  1 Year 
of  Age. 

At  all  Ages. 
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rG  -j 
-+-3  ,rH 

5.-g.s 

03  £3  q; 

belonging 
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Ph 
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Rate  per 
cc  1000  Births 
registered. 

?4 

01 

Q 

”5 

3 

fc 

7 

-K- 

oi 

-4-3 

& 

Ph 

8 

01  rj 

ft  J 

, *-+3 

cs  a 

44>  -4-3 

H a 

M 

9 

-g  S a 

i »;  'S 

ft  g 

HH 

10 

03  ^ r-J 

44  3 Q 

c ^ 

CO  03 

rC3  a rQ 

-*4>  • rH 

c3 

03 

a 

11 

f4 

03 

a 

3 

12 

•* 

<D 

43> 

Ph 

13 

1895 

20570 

559 

27-2 

44 

79 

247 

12-0 

2 

2 

33 

278 

13-5 

1896 

20830 

533 

25-6 

68 

127 

256 

12-3 

15 

9 

23 

270 

12-9. 

1897 

20260 

512 

25-2 

42 

82 

216 

10-6 

12 

7 

33 

242 

1T9 

1S98 

20510 

460 

22-4 

60 

130 

240 

1T7 

5 

2 

34 

272 

13-3 

1899 

20760 

472 

22-7 

61 

129 

248 

11*9 

9 

8 

50 

290 

13-9 

1900 

21010 

508 

24-2 

63 

124 

299 

14-2 

9 

9 

45 

335 

15-9 

1901 

21260 

505 

23-7 

45 

89 

218 

10-2 

28 

15 

52 

255 

12-0 

1902 

216C0 

513 

23-7 

47 

91 

224 

10-4 

6 

3 

41 

262 

12T 

1903 

21960 

489 

22-2 

42 

86 

192 

8-7 

8 

7 

31 

216 

9-8 

1904 

22310 

508 

22-8 

38 

74 

219 

9-8 

4 

4 

46 

261 

11-7 

Averages  j 
for  years  1 

21107 

506 

23-9 

51 

101 

236 

11-2 

10 

7 

38 

268 

12-7 

1895—1904  ) 

1 1905 

17500 

375 

21-4 

26 

69 

150 

8-6 

• • 

• • 

34 

184 

10.5 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1000  of  estimated  population. 


t Total  population  at  all  ages,  21,192 

f Area  of  District  in  acres  ) 

(exclusive  of  area  / 55,000.  f Number  of  inhabited  houses,  4,265 
covered  by  water).  ) 

f Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  5. 

f The  following  areas,  houses  and  population  were  transferred  to  the  Borough  of 
Guildford  in  November,  1904  : 


Acreage. 

Houses. 

Population. 

Stoke-next-Guildford  . . . . 

1685 

919 

4524 

Aldington  

309 

95 

479 

Totals 

1994 

1014 

5003 

Institutions  within  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  outside  the 
District — None. 

Institutions  outside  the  District  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  the  Disti  ict — 
Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford  ; Union  Workhouse  and  Infirmary,  Guildford  ; 
Brookwood  County  Asylum,  Woking.  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Guildford,  Godaiming 
and  Woking  Joint  Hospital  Board,  Guildford. 
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Table  II. — Vital  Statistics  of  separate  Localities  in  1905  and  previous  years. 
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Table  III. — Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1905. 
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* Five  of  these  cases  were  found  on  admission  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  not  to  be  suffering  from  the  disease  notified. 
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Table  IV.— Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1905. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging  to  the  whole 
District  at  subjoined  ages. 


Deaths  in  or  belonging 
to  Sub-Districts  (at  all  ages) 


Causes  of  Death 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and  membra- 
nous croup 

Croup 

/ Typhus 
Fever  \ Enteric 

^ Other  continued 
Epidemic  influenza  .... 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 
Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis 
Other  tubercular  diseases 
Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Bes 
piratory  organs  , 

Alcoholism,  Cirrhosis  of 
liver 

Venereal  diseases 

Premature  birth 

Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

All  other  causes 


Tuberculous  Wa: 
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Table  V. — Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1905. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 
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o eg  / Small-pox  

a ” Chicken-pox  

Measles  . . 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria : Croup 
AVhooping  Cough  . 
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'Z*  m ( Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . . . . 
8 w Enteritis  ( not  Tubercu - 

t £ 1 l0US) 

.2  p Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal 
^ \ Catarrh 


6fl  “ 

c 

•2  « 

cc  o 

0Q 
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Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  .... 

Injury  at  Birth  

Want  of  Broast-milk .... 
Atrophy,  Debility 

Marasmus 


(Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis : 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 


eases 


Erysipelas 
Syphilis  . 


Rickets 


Meningitis  ( not  Tubercu- 
lous) 

Convulsions  . . 

Bronchitis  

Laryngitis  

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlaying.. 
Other  Causes 
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District  of  Guildford  Bural, 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1905. 17,500. 

Births  in  the  year,  legitimate  and  illegitimate  ....  375. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  184* 


